The Exchange at the Cross
Part 1

Easter is often the time when we think about the suffering that Jesus did for us on the cross.  I can very vividly picture the scene.  In fact, as I often used to think about those horrors that Jesus went through for me. I would feel guilty because my sin caused Jesus to have to go through what He did.  That type of thinking is erroneous.  Jesus died willingly on the cross for us.  He did it because of his love for us.  He suffered so that we could live.  More than anything, Jesus wants us to remember what we have.  He exchanged his life for us.  Jesus was able to endure the cross because He knew what it would do for us.  Knowing the end result made it all worthwhile.

Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Romans 6:4-5  We have been planted in the likeness of His death so that we can walk in the likeness of His resurrection.

Most of us can picture the crucifixion, but we can’t see ourselves walking in the likeness of His resurrection.  We have missed the whole point!
Romans 6:6-11 Our flesh was crucified with Jesus.  We died with Him.  We are dead to sin.  Sin does not affect a dead body.  We went to the grave with Jesus.  He took our sin, shame and weaknesses upon himself.  We can’t seem to understand that!


Hebrews 10:10-17 The Old Testament priests had to continually make sacrifices because they could never perfect the people.  Jesus made one sacrifice that perfected us forever! The Holy Ghost continually reminds us of that.  God is not sin conscience.  He does think about our sins.  Jesus took care of that.

Galatians 3:10-13 Everyone that does not meet the standards of the Old Testament law is cursed.  No one can measure up according to those standards.  Jesus took the curse for us.  He took our curse so that we could walk in His likeness.

2 Corinthians 5:14-17  The flesh has been taken out of the picture!  The flesh has been crucified and is dead!  We are a new creation.  Old things have passed away.  We are no longer defined according to the things of the flesh.  We are defined spiritually by Jesus.  We have taken on his nature because of the spiritual exchange.  


Somehow, we begin to feel like what Jesus did was not enough. We look at the flesh and we feel anything but dead.  My old man is alive and kicking and we hate that. We try to address our imperfections in the flesh.  What does it take to crucify our flesh?  Jesus was the perfect sacrifice.  What He did one time was enough!  He crucified my flesh!

Rom 5:18  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

Judgment came upon all men with Adam.  Most of us clearly understand that.  All men have inherited the nature of Adam and all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  But, somehow we feel like Adam had more power than Jesus did.  In the same manner that judgment came upon all men through Adam, the free gift of righteousness comes unto all men through Jesus.  


Romans 5:20-21  Where sin abounds, grace super abounds!  Which force is stronger?

1 John 2:2 Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world.  He has already done everything that needs to be done.  


John 1:12-13 He has done everything that needs to be done, but in order to benefit from it, we have to receive what He has done.   We are born of God, not of the flesh.
Isaiah 53:3-9 Jesus bore all of our guilt, sorrow, diseases, shame, and rejection.  

Isaiah 53:10-12 God took pleasure in it because Jesus exchanged His life for ours.

· We have been planted in the likeness of His death so that we could walk in the likeness of His resurrection.

· He took our unrighteousness, our iniquities upon Himself and exchanged them for His righteousness.

· He took our grief and sorrow, and exchanged it for His joy.

· He took our diseases and exchanged them for divine health and healing.

· He took our fear, and gave us His peace.

· He was rejected so that we could be accepted.

· He was despised so that we could be loved.


2 Peter 1:2-8 Jesus has provided everything that we need that pertains to Godliness.  


2 Peter 1:9 When we find ourselves lacking these things, the problem is that we have forgotten what took place in the exchange on the cross.  Nothing more needs to be done!  Jesus has perfected us once and for all.


 2 Peter 1:12 What we need to do is remember what has been done.

We need to remind ourselves, and we need to remind others.  Jesus was the perfect sacrifice!  
The seven things Jesus spoke on the cross:

John 19:26-27 ‘Woman, behold thy son.”  “Behold thy mother.”  


Matthew 12:48-50 Everyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my mother and my brothers.  Will you accept the exchange?

     It is His will that you receive the gift of righteousness.

John 19:28 “I thirst.”  Jesus took our thirst and said I will give you living water to drink and you will never thirst again. John 4:14

Matthew 27:46 “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

He was forsaken so that we could be accepted.
John 19:30 ‘It is finished.”  He has done everything that needs to be done.  We have been perfected forever.
Luke 23:26  “Into thy hands do I commend my spirit.” 

We can trust Him with our lives!
Luke 23:43 “Today, you will be with me in paradise.”  He made you worthy to stand in the presence of the Father.  The kingdom is within you and He is in you.  You are one with Him.
